
laser
printers We tested 12 budget black and white laser printers

to see which are worth the paper they print on.



LASER PRI TERS

COST
The upfrom cost of a prin er isn't he only consideration
when buying anew prin er. The running cost is a significan
issue - replacing oner ca ridges, drums (see Die ionary.
page 20). xing units and paper can all a up.

e cost 0 0 er ra ge 0 near 2 ce er page fo
eBrother Hl·2040 a d Brother HL·2070 0 al 05 6

cen per page or e Epson EPl·6200L I ay no see
like much of adi erence. bu I can add up 0 aconsiderable
amoun o' money over many oner replacements,

By comparison, the las inkjet printers test showed that
the ink coSt ranged rom 3 cents to 22 cen sper page ­
see C( Sep/Ocr 06 or online.

Our calcula ions are based on he price 0 oner
ca ridges an don' i clu e aper. ener a d replace
parts sue as drum UOlt5.

ealso e ed e p . gcapad tJsi ga ne
ca 'dge 0 prin astan ard Ie er. ere laS aco side Ie
eli 'ere ce be een he anu'ac urer's dai and eactual
prm capacity - but it's not all bad news in his regard.
All bu one of he prin ers primed more pages than the
manufacturer's claims using full capacity toner cartridges.
The Lexmark E250d produced over 50% more han the
claimed -gure. hile eCanon Laser Shot lBP-3000
produced only 95% 0 irs daimed prin' g capaci y. See e
table 0 page 2 or ner cost co partsons.
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'1':t.jlit'HiN
HP LaserJet 1022 S299.........._ .
Bro her Hl-2040 B51 BUV S129. -~ .

e HP LaserJet 1022 seo eo
e hig es erall, a 0 g

'5 one 0'- e mOSt e pe .
models. r you're a er
something more a ordable. he
Brother Hl·2040 scored very
well for both performance and
ease a use and is one of he

cheape in our est. HP LaserJet 1022

What about the rest?
I 0 e pr ers'n our teSt

ra ed ell a auld be a
good op ·on. Your chOICe mig
depend on he comparative
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All 0 he prin ers. excep Samsung, include recycling documentation Ith
he oner cartridges or on the manufacrurers' websites. In addition, Brother.

HP, lexmark. Konlca Minolta and Canon are affiliated with the Planet Ark
car ridge recycling program.

To md ou more abou the scheme. go 0 www.planetark.com.au. For
more on recvding, go 0 .rec(chngnearyou.com.au.

T ecanon Laser Shot lBP·3000 and be e HP pri ers debe
s dye ergy scores an COst less an a ear 0 sa dby. I e Epson 's

e os; EX enSI e 0 €fa 0 Sla dby d co sju er 9 a ear.
owever. 1'10 e0 e

prin ers achieved aone
wa standby power rating.
which is a target set by
he International Energy

Agency. Australia has agreed
o suppor the One- a

program in order 0 reducE
stanel 'er usage
• e ure. rin er IS on
5andb e '5 ur on.
hu no a 'vely prjn ing.

FEATURES

QUALITY
II 0 e ested prin ers raIed well or overall prin ing

Quality, al hough some had di icul y prin 'ng graphics and
images accurately.
» The Brother HL·2040 and he Brother HL·2070N had
problems printing he spreadshee and didn' print he
gradation 0 sl'adlng and podia ion very ell.
» e Epson EPl·6200L and e Lexmark El20n ad
proble 5 prin ing grao its;' e mage was 00 dark and 00

g;-a ny res em ely.
» e Canon laser Shot lBp·3000 a an excellen score
or prin ing espreads ee.
»The HP laserJet 1020, HP LaserJet 1022 and he
Samsung ML-2571N rated equal best for overall print Quality.
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DI"lII: U1rp round unit
thlIt k (oat" witll loner
ilnd rolls 0'Iff '" sMtt of
paper !O prinL

Canon Laser Shot LBP-3000 and the HP LaserJet 1020
had the slowes, printing speed.
» Network connection - Useful if you wam to connect
more than one computer [0 the primer. Irs often listed as
an Ethernel conne<:tion. The Brother HL·Z070N. Lexmark
EIZ0n and Samsung ML-Z571N have an inbuilt network
conneclion. The Brother HL-2040. Canon Laser Shot LBP­
3Z00 and Konka Minolta PagePro 1350W have an optional
add-on network connection thaI you mUSI buy separately.
but irs probably cheaper to buy a primer with a buil,-in
network connection. None of the primers In the les, have
the capability to prim via a wireless connection.
» Print options - Printing multiple pages on asingle sheet
of A4 paper is a useful feature. All of the primers could print

at least four pages on one sheet of paper. The Brother HL·
Z040 and the Brother HL·Z070N could prim up to 25 pages
on one sheet - the highest number in the leSI - while the
Epson EPL·6200L coold only prim a maximum of four pages
on one sheet.
» Booklets and poslers - Can be a useful option. All of the
printers can prim booklets. except the Brother HL-2040.
Brother HL·2070N. Canon Laser Shot LBP-3000. Canon
Laser Shot LBp·3200 and the Epson EPL-6200L. Only the
Lexmark E2S0d. Samsung ML·2010 and Samsung ML­
2571N can prim pOSters.
» Watermark - LetS you prim a light mark or outline on
the page. All but the Canon laser Shot LBP-3000 and the
Canon Laser Shot LBP·3200 have this feature.
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HP LaserJetlO20 199 n
samsung Ml·2S71N 296 n
BrotnerHl·2070N 264 76

(anon laser Shot lBp·3000 169 7S

Canon laser Shot LBp·)200 209 74

KoniG "'ioolta pagePro mow 211 14

Lexnlirk El20n 1&2 73

Epson EPI.-62OOl 286 72

samsulll"'l'2010 IS2 til

8tl/ldjmodel (iI rank orderl

HP lASer.lttIOl2(QS9l2Al

8rQ(herHl-1040

Table notes
1 Price paid in April 2007.
Zperformance 00'*1 of DveralD rated the print qualitY. print
time. time to lum on. any errors or probIerm. standby elM!rgy
consumption and ink consumption.
) Eau of use (3O%)!'low i'asy!hE' printi'f is to use including
inSllltClions and tlelp fili'S. di'fal/II 'ienings. soflware and hardwari'
installation.
4 Features Network built·in or add-on ni'twork conni'Ction:

"'ulriple pages lhe maximum numbi'r of pagE'S lhat can be prinli'd
on a singli' sheft: Booklets whi'thef it prinls bookli'ts: Poslers
wtlelhff it prints posti'rs; Recycling opriofls provides informalion
on carlridge f!'CYCling: "'anual fi'edallows manual envelopes and
letli'fhi'ad printing: waci'fmart print option: (}(jplexfor double­
sidi'd prinlins: securitr slot for a securilY cable.
SSpecifications ConneaiOllwtlether it has Ell'Il.'rnet {El. parallel
(P) or USB conni'CIions ,0 a computer: Weighrin kilogralm
including power cord and loner: Input trar capacirythe number

20 www.choice.com.au!computers
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TEST LASER PRINTERS

Print cost

S " Table notes
i .. ..

~ The price per page (in
.~ " . J • cents) was calculated~. e •e~ • by dividing price of

I ilt
~= §H the cartridge by the

Brand/model
! .~ ! number of standard

(in alphabetical ordef) ~ . ~ 'i pages the cartridgeo ~

BrothfrHL'204l) 6U4 1500 "" U printed.
We ignor!d early

Brothfr KL-1010N 6U4 1500 l6l6 LJ warnings tMtlhe
Cinon wet SIlot lBP-3000 18J 1500 1l7J 13 toner cartnd,e may

Cinon wet Shot 18P-3200 90J 1500 J1lS 1.8
be runnillJ low. At this
point. we removed the

Epson EPl-62OOL ,... lOOO JJ06 ,. toner cartMB!. shook

liP wetJet 10lD '1D9 1llOO 1611 15
it. replaced it and
continued printing

HP wetJet 1022(0S912Al '1D9 1llOO ~" LJ until it ran OlJt or
Kooka Mlnolla pagePro mow " lOOO l600 1.8 the pages be<ame

streaky.
ltxmark mOn 109 1llOO 154' 4J Our costings are
ltxmarkmOd 149 3S01l "" 1J based on the price

samsu1llMl'2010 '8.11 ,.- '06' I.'
paid for a new toner
cartridge In April

SVIIsUIIIMl'2S7IN '8.11 lOOO l676 1.5 2007.

I~::=ih::~:i:s:::r:~:r:~~:~:=:::-
installation. the help files and instructions. the printer
default options. how easy the software was to use and
how each machine printed. To rate performance. an
expert panel assessed how well the primers reproduced
text and graphics. We also rated the width of non·
printable margins and the time it took the printers
to start up and print a page. We assessed any errors,
problems with the printets and raled their standby
energy consumption. Finally. we also assessed loner
consumption to gauge how many pages you're likely 10

print from a single cartridge.

www.canon.com.au

WWW.canon.cOOLall

Website

.....,.,""'"-.....,

.....-.......,

~."""'"
www.samsung.com.au

www.brotheuom.au
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» Duplex - Double·sided printing, or duplexing. saves
paper and is a good feature to have in a laser printer which
is likely to be printing a lot of text. All of the printers. except
both the Canons and the Epson printer have a duplex
option. The Lexmark E250d has automatic duplex but
others reQuire you to go into the set-up options and then
position the paper.
» Manual feed - useful for printing envelopes. leuerhead
or special paper. All of the tested primers. except the Epson
and the Konica Minolta. allow manual print feed.
» securitY - A security slOi on the printer leiS yOu secure
it to the computer or the desk with a security cable. Both the
Lexmark primers have a security 5101. For more on security
cables. see the article online. cc
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of sheets of paper the printer can hold as measur!d by the tester;
Dimensions width. height and depth of the printer with all trays
extended; Min system requirements for Windows: Mac and LinuK
compatible; Visla compatible al time of testing. but drivers may be
released laler.

FOOlnOIe5
(a) COtlonal network with add-on
(b) AlItOlTIatK dupla
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